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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
14, 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This Office action is responsive to Applicant's AMENDMENT, filed April 14, 2008. 
Claims 14-20 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 14, 15, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Publication 2002/00087771 (Uchino et al., hereinafter Uchino). 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, Uchino discloses an image output apparatus for 
outputting an image using image data indicative of the image and associated 
photographing information set at a generation of the image data (digital camera with 
correcting process determining section for determining an image correcting process in 
accordance with the metering type uses in capturing the image (Abstract)), wherein the 
photographing information includes light metering mode information on a light metering 
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mode (metering types include spot metering and multi-area metering (paragraph 0051)), 
wherein the image output apparatus comprising: a picture quality adjusting unit that 
performs a picture quality adjustment on the image, the picture quality adjustment being 
for which a degree of an adjustment of lightness and contrast of whole image is reduced 
based on the photographing information if the photographing information indicates that 
the light metering mode measures part of the image (in spot metering mode, correction 
section makes image correction so as not to exceed a predetermined degree of contrast 
in accordance with the result of scene determination (paragraph 0064)); and an 
outputting unit that outputs an image adjusted by the picture quality adjusting unit 
(resultant image data transferred to a memory card (paragraph 0050)). The picture 
quality adjusting unit is configured to perform the picture quality adjustment including 
the lightness and contrast adjustment with a less degree of adjustment in response to 
the light metering mode information indicating that the light metering mode measures 
part of the image than a degree of adjustment in response to the light metering mode 
information other than the information indicating that the light metering mode measures 
part of the image (spot metering meters brightness only in a specific area in an image 
capturing range (paragraph 0006); in spot metering mode, correction section makes 
image correction so as not to exceed a predetermined degree of contrast in accordance 
with the result of scene determination (paragraph 0064)). 

Regarding claim 19, Uchino discloses an image output method of outputting an 
image using image data indicative of the image and associated photographing 
information set at a generation of the image data, wherein the photographing 
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information includes light metering mode information on a light metering mode (digital 
camera with correcting process determining section for determining an image correcting 
process in accordance with the metering type uses in capturing the image (Abstract)), 
wherein the image output method comprising: performing a picture quality adjustment 
on the image, the picture quality adjustment being for which a degree of an adjustment 
of lightness and contrast of whole image is reduced based on the photographing 
information if the photographing information indicates that the light metering mode 
measures part of the image (in spot metering mode, correction section makes image 
correction so as not to exceed a predetermined degree of contrast in accordance with 
the result of scene determination (paragraph 0064)); and outputting an image adjusted 
by the picture quality adjusting unit (resultant image data transferred to a memory card 
(paragraph 0050)). 

Regarding claim 20, Uchino discloses a computer program product for causing a 
computer to output an image using image data indicative of the image and associated 
photographing information set at a generation of the image data, wherein the 
photographing information includes light metering mode information on a light metering 
mode (determining an image correcting process in accordance with the metering type 
uses in capturing the image (Abstract)), wherein the computer program product 
comprising: a computer readable medium (recording medium such as an optical disk, 
magnetic disk, magneto-optic disk or memory card (paragraph 0085)); and a computer 
program stored on the computer readable medium (software program installed in 
advance to a computer via recording medium (paragraph 0085)), wherein the computer 
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program causing the computer to perform function of: performing a picture quality 
adjustment on the image, the picture quality adjustment being for which a degree of an 
adjustment of lightness and contrast of whole image is reduced based on the 
photographing information if the photographing information indicates that the light 
metering mode measures part of the image (in spot metering mode, correction section 
makes image correction so as not to exceed a predetermined degree of contrast in 
accordance with the result of scene determination (paragraph 0064)); and outputting an 
image adjusted by the picture quality adjusting unit (display (Fig. 14)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Uchino. 
Regarding claim 17, Uchino discloses an image output apparatus, wherein the 

light metering mode information represents one of a plurality of metering methods 
including averaged metering, center-weighted metering, spot metering, multi-spot 
metering, divisional light metering, and partial light metering, and the information 
indicating that the light metering mode measures part of the image is information 
indicating spot metering and multi-spot metering (metering type can be switched 
between spot metering and multi-area metering (paragraph 0051)). While Uchino does 
not specifically disclose divisional light metering or partial light metering, Uchino states 
that other metering types may be employed (paragraph 01 05). In view of this, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have known that any known metering type, including 
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division light metering and partial light metering, could be used in the image processing 
method of Uchino. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the teaching of Uchino by providing division light metering or partial light 
metering, or other metering types, so that the image correction may be further optimized 
for selected areas of a photographed image. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 16 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: No prior art has been found to disclose or suggest an image output apparatus 
as recited in base claim 14, "wherein the picture quality adjusting unit is configured to 
perform the picture quality adjustment without the lightness and contrast adjustment if 
the photographing information indicates that the light metering mode measures part of 
the image," as recited in claim 16; or "wherein the picture quality adjusting unit is 
configured to provide a user interface for allowing a user to adjust the degree of 
lightness and contrast adjustment if the light metering mode information indicates the 
center-weighted metering," as recited in claim 18. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-5:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thomas D Lee/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



